-

., could come in.

A

-

of Ocala.
the Cowela people were so well satis-
fied that they gave
fill
ing exhausted in the kind
I was selling, moved to what was then
known as Standard 1, four miles scouth
of Archer in Levy county, now
&4 as Eve where | continued to ship the
same class of rock, increasing my bus-
iness and not
in the Standard 1, section, but aiso
the Bailley Mine, or what
known as the
belonging at
Phosphate Company.

-

- .

EUS MORTON TELLS HIS STORY

The following address was male by

Mr. Gus A. Morwn at the cour: house
in Ocala on Wednesday night i
tells why he and Mr. Stockton came
to the “parting «f the ways.
My Fellow Citlizens

In 1888 | had a oconrac: with the
Ooweta Fertilizer Manufacturing Cone
pany of Newnon, Georgia, to ship
guite 2 ot of whar is known in

phosphate world as low grade r-‘l;i\.

This rock 1 shipped from the Welsh-
ton district, about eight miles soud

I made a good margin an |

e

more orders t)
of the country be-

of material

That section

snown

only working up rmck
is generally
Homeslo;

McCorkadle -
the Duatio

the time to

It was while shipping this rock ths

I first met Mr. Stockton, who was ou
trying to
high grade rock (phosphate) for min-
ing purposes, and he remarked to
that “you seem to have a good thing
in the low grade phosphate business”™
and after discussing
business and
told me if 1 could locate a deposit of
phosphate that he thought was of suf-
ficient
phosphate plant
give me
same for so doing.
commence
once and if I found just such a deposi:

locate or buy a deposit ol

vy
1

the PROSpPIEa U

the various localities, h

gquantity to justify erecting a
upon, that he would
one-fourth interest in the
I told him I woul:
trying to locate sawm

as he described or wanted, would in-
form him

After looking over and prospactinc
guite a scope of country, not only in

lL.evy county, but Marion and Citrus as

well, and carefully summing up the
different deposits that I had investi-

gated, 1 was favorably impressoed with

the promising outiook at Standard 1 »r
Eve. And after doing some prospect-
ing on my own account, enough to sat-
isfy me that I had a good thing, !
secured an option on the properiy,
as to secure my discovery, and advis
Mr. Stockton that I had something for
him to look at. He came down and |
went over the wvarious properties very
carefully. And after more prospect-
ing on his own account, he informel
me that it was what he was loking for

and wanted. In the meantime the
finding of the deposit was known all
over the high grade phosphate bel:

and I received some flattering offers
to sell outright. which would have giv-
en me quite a profit above option pric-.
But thinking and knowing that one
fourth interest in a good phosphats
plant on a good deposit was a thing
be desired, 1 refused offors
sell and closed e with Mr
Stockton on the basis of a one-quarter
interest me

in the meantime Mr. Stockton
ed o com=2 in as partner in
grade rock business, and thinking per-
!latlﬁ it would be best, a8 we wore
partners in the high grade,
might as well be partners in both.
told him inasmucihh as wo wWere goin
to work the high grade business to-
gether tha: 1 would not charge him
anything for my experience or options
in the low grade phoasphate busiy
but if would pay for one-half of
my tools hand, such as wheelbm
rows, shovels, screens, picks, etc. he
So he paid me $1ov for
half of the same, and became my part-
ner in that business also.

About this time the Levy County
Phosphate Company was organized
and canitalized with $50,000 stock. J.
N. . Stockton president, $25.000 stock,
J. E. Bryan, secretary and treasurer,
$12500 stock: G. A. Morton imyseif),
general manager, $12.500 stock.

Mr. Stockton issued the stock. 1
not know whether Mr. Bryan
eame nto possession of his stock
not. 1 understand he was not in the
alvision of tle “long green.” Mr
Stockton told me that he had put my
part, $12500, in his safe, and that
could get it later on.

All the properiy we had secured was

these

deal
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turned inte the Levy County Phos-|of land or the Sistrunk land, but that
phate Company and among other|the deed to the Zetrouer piece of land
properties we purchased was vhai had been taken in Mr. Stocktoa’s own
was known as the Live Oak Company’< | ame and so recorded. Ther: was no
machinery, which consisted o»f a oo l el on record of the Sistrunk land.
plete phosphate washer bhojlers |<~4 time afterwards 1 discover-d
gines, pit cars and everything prioi hat de>d had heen placed on record
ing to mining phosphate, als o~ | of the Sistrunk land in the name >t
and one-haif to four miles of 1 N, C. Stockton. Both of these tracis
iron The machinery was shig 1d. as 1 have hefore stated. were
Eve. 1o be used in building ani «; . hought by and were the property of
ing our plant The railroad iron = Levy County PPhesphate Company.
sold to Dyal-Upchurch & Compan? 1id wont in the transfer to the Dutton
and to the F. (. & P. R. R. Mr. Stock- | Phosphate Company, though it appear-
ton told me that the profits on the |ed afterwards that they had not be~n
railroad iron paid for the whole outfil. | mentioned in the deed, as in makingz
and left a margin of profit, besides|up the deed they did not appear on re-
having the machinery as a clear prof- |cord in the name of our company.
it. We also bought a small deposit T Upon these facts coming to my|
phosphate from the late James P. De- knowledge, I proceeded to investigate |
Pass. and sold it without expense at|the matter, and the following is a cor-
a net profit of $600, which was placed | rect statement of the facts:
to the credit of our company. : 1. The Zetrouer lands were pur-
The company alse purchased a piece | chased by the Levy County Phosphate
of property from Mr Minor M. Sis- {f'nn:p:my and sold to the Dutton
trunk of Montbrook, on which we|Phosphate Company in ‘the transfer
erected a screen washer to mine lowjand were used by them, though the

grade rock, and from which properiy
we mined at small cost between two
and three thousand tons of rock, which
was sold to the Home Mixture Guano
Company of Columbus, Ga., the profiis
being passed to the credit of our com-
pany.

Our plant at Eve being now about
completed. we commenced mining higa
grade rock for export trade, which in-
dustry we carried on very successful-
ly. It is said that either whiskey or
politics indulged in to excess will ruin
any man. It must have been the lat-
ter that Mr. Stockton ran up againsd,
for no sooner had he entered into the
United States senatorial race against
Mr. J. P. Taliaferro than money be-
gan to get scarce, and he came to me
before the first primary and told me
he was very hard pressed for money to
carry on the campaign, and uniless he

could get help financially, it lookad
dark to him.
1 was shouting “Stockton for the

United States senate” wherever [ went
and to whoever I was with and when
1 could get anybody to talk to—got on
the stump and shouted “Stockton!
Stockton'” My confidence in the man
WAS Vvery great His integrity
honesty 1 did not doubt. yet 1 had been
gtold that his partners in all his trans-

actions got the partnership and he
the money. but my friendship was of
the Damon and Fythias variety. if it
should have become necessary So g
8,\'}'\"1 ) N 1M 3 !H.‘“,-\. : w 1
11 ak pu througt H
i ) i fron b 3 T TR, 1
would fert 3. P.T
in ths
1.3 !

that we '

et i

|
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' pater on, after Mr. Stockton's defeat,
this with other papers became due. He
came down to the mine, the place
woere the “goosc had laid the golden
eZE.

turned off the commissary man,
behind the counter himself, wor-
day and night over his recent
_ I was on the outside doing all
L po=sibly could do to stem the finan-
2l ‘roubles and keep hiim cheerful as
210.000

A

ning

i=art.

~

or even 215,000 papers can bhe
sometimes taken care of. Larg: r
amounts are more troublesome. 1 did

not know about anything but the Inan.

me Jday he called me into the com- | ly Phosphate C mpany amounted in

isary office and told me he saw but|total to the sum of $32,375, and in sell-
e thing to do, and that was to oo |ing the same to the Dutton Phosphate
nlo bankruptey. I told him that wou'.l | Company fcr $72,000 we had made a
never do as that would mean a sacri- | clear profit of $19,625—my share one-
dce of the property; but that if he|fourth of which was $9906.25, and of
was so hopelessly in debt, if he would | which Mr. Stockton never paid me bat

agree, I thought 1 could find a purchas-

'r for the Levy County Phosphai-
Company’s property. He agreed that
if I could do so it would solve the
probiem. In a short while I had a deal
on foot with the Dutton Phosphate
Company for the property.

The Dutton Phosphate Company
aZreed to purchase and did purchase

and pay to Mr. Stockton, as president
f Levy County Phosphate Com-
$72,000; the consideration for
payment was the transfer to
m of all the property of the Levy
vounty Phosphate Company of every
nature and Kind, including all real es-
tate, mules, wagons and implements
owned or in possession of the eompany,
except the ck of goods in the com-
missary

On September 1 1904, the deal was
closed, the deed was made out and
2xecuted in Jacksonviil Fla., by Mr.
Stockton., as president, and he cams
down to Gainesville and delivered the
deeds to the Dutton Phosphate Com-
pany, and received the money on Sep-
tember 21, 1904, the Dutton Phosphate
Company taking possession on Sep-
tember 22, 19014, retaining me as super-
intendent.

the

St

On September 21, wmhen Mr. Dale
bookkeeper for the Driton Phosphate

i

Company, was making up the accounts
and checks in payment for the prope--
Ly, he informed me, on my asking, th4t
no provision had been made to pay me

anvthing. I immediately cailed Mr.
Stockton, who was present, into ain
wdioining room, and there, to my a:-

tonishinent, he informed me that 1 was
to get nothing out of the sale, and de-
clared then and there that he wouil
g0 into bankruptecy before he wouid
pay J. E. Bryan and myself, other
stockholders in the company) one dol-
lar. After a very heated argument
belw , paid me, agai his
will, $1000, which was all 1 could g
wit of him.
I had nad such
»ounded confidence in the
attitude in this busin
to destroy my

sufficient
human honesty. 1 remained
e Company for about

1
Dull

{(the

©n us, he nst

1

and un-
man that

was al-
belief
with

absolute
118 €8S
in

the

mosi

n Phosphai
two 3 r vl afier severing my con-
nection with them I moved to Willis-
ton, where 1 still reside.

. N
sMONE
purchased

for the
mpany,

I."\'_\'
and

County
i which ¥
g=ed and which we sold to the Dutton
Phosphate Company under the sal
piece of property which I pur-
Mr. Minor M. Sistrunk

wWe

wizhate Co

Weas nne
o
irom

" B e

for the company, Mr. Sistrunk making
the deed to the Levy County Phosphale
‘ompany for the land, which deed was

jated the 5th day of May, 1902, prop-

erly executed and acknowledged on
that date, and deliverad to Mr. Stock-
ton as president of the combany; anl
another piece of propertyuw or lan!
which we purchased from Mr. Zet-
rouer. Both of these pieces were used

by us and sold by us in the transfer t»

the Dutton Phosphate <Company, as
above stated.

As superintendent for the Dutton
Phosphate Company after the trans-
fer, I used these pieces of land for
them in various ways. Some time af-
ter the transfer to the Dutton Phos-

phate Company I was informed, whil>
[ was extending a piece of track
across one of these pieces of land for
the Dutton Phosphate Company, thai
some controversy had arisen between
them—Mr Stockton and the Dutt»m
Phosphate Company—as to the owner-
ship of the Zetrouer piece of land, and
an inspection the county records
was then carefullyv made, when it was
sseertained that there was no deed on
record to the Levy County Phosphate
Company of either the Zectrouer piece

e
L

ither pieces of properiy that |

Iand in his own name, by having the
ueed changed, az 1 have before stated.
| This action raises it above a personal

| Mr. Stockton. advising him that

of that date. 1 mailed this letter to
| Mr. Stockton, addressed to Jackson-
| ville, and a copy of the same to his

deed was taken in Mr. Stockton’s name |

discovered until

Mr.

and which was not
afterwards, and why,
will have to explain.
2. The Sistrunk land was purchasad
by me from Minor M. Sistrunk and
his wife for the Levy County Phos-
phate Company, and on April 30, 1902,
after I had negotiated the purchase
with Mr. Sistrunk at Montbrook, Fla,,
I wrote to him from Eve to execute
the deed for the land to the Levy
County Phosphate Company, and for-
ward the same with a draft to Mr.
Stockton, as president of the company,
for payment. In compliance with that
letter Mr. Sistrunk and his wife on the
5th day of May, 1902, duly executed
and acknowledged the deed, conveying
the land to the Levy County Phosphate
Company, and forwarded the same
with draft to Mr. Stockton, president
of the company, and Mr. Stockton re-
ceived it. He being president and fi-
nancial manager, lived in Jacksonvill=.
I was simply manager of the works at
Eve. This deed, however, Mr. Stock-
ton never recorded, but kept the same,

| and on the 24th day of September, 1904,

i
!

and 1

!

!

Stockton!

lfmm Mr. Stockton, signed by Mr. Bry-
three days after we had made the sale an, Mr. Stockton and myself, the orig-

sisting upon tnhat, and after Mr. Stock-
ton got the new deed he tried to per-
suade Mr. Sistrunk to destroy the old
deed. but this Mr. Sistrunk refused u»
and Kept the old deed in his pos-
session. These facts are easily estav-
lished by Mr. JMinor M. Sistrunk »f
Montbrook, who will testify to
same, and by the
ment and recor: of the new deed, a
certifiead copy of which I have in my
lu'<so'ﬁ.~"i\)Y].

The whole plant, lands and property
which we had put into the Levy Coun-

1
wo,

£1000 as mentioned above. About one
year prior to the sale of the Levy

the ¢
date of a('knnwlvd:{—!

(ounty Phosphate Coapany, I had lost
my boy. Mr. Siockton was at my pla.e
suortly afterwards, and seeing me ia
a very dejected shape, he put his hand

on my shoulder, and affecting a great
dezal of sympathy for me, to my sur-
prise, Kissed me on the forehead. .\f—i
ter the sale of the property and 1 h,u”
demanded settlement with Mr,

ton, he said that soonor or later those

who did not keep faith with him G.,d
punished, and that the death of my |
bey was a punishment to me. :

[.et it be remembered that during:
all the vears between 1899 until we |
sald out in 1904 to the Dutton Phos-
phate Company, having unboundeae.
‘2ith and confidence in Mr. Stockton,
I had worked ceaselessly to build up
the plant and property, and increas.,

as 1 thought, my one-fourth interest]
in the same and in the profits which
were being made, on the beggarly pi'-
tance of 315 per week.

I had obtained a loan for Mr. Stock-
ton of $10,000. allowing him to pledge
my own interests in the Levy County
Phosphate Company to help Mr.
Stockton in political campaign, |
when, according to his own statement,
he was witiiout money and could not
go any further. I had afterwards ob-
tained a further loan for him of $2000
additional when that had been expend-
1. I had used some of my own mon-
ev and time in advocating his candi-

cy and in trying to elect him.

Is it unnatural that I should have
jost confidenc: in  the man and felt
hurt and humiliated at his want of
gratitude to the man who had be-
friended him, but it may be said that

his

this was to a-cat extent a personal |
matier he.weasn Mr. Stockton and my-
self, and to a certain extent that is
true, and it had never been my pur-
pose to mention it, and I should not
have done soc had I not discovered
ome voears afterwards that Mr.
Stockton, for the purpose of getting
hold of a beggarly ldittle twenty acres
f land thar was purchased from My:.
Sistrunk, had imposed not only upon
me to a furiher extent, but upon the
Dutton Phosphate Company and Mr.

nimself, in order to get that

Nistrunk

matter. It makes it a matter in which
not only myself but the Dutton Phos-
phate Company, Mr. Sistrunk, and all
t of this state, to whom Mr.
Stockton is now appealing for votes,
are interested in, a transaction which
cannot be justificd under any claim or
alleged claim which Mr. Stockton could
et up. Onece Mr. Sistrunk had made
a deed of that property to the Levy
County Phosphate Company and that
deed had been delivered, there was no
power that could take that properly
away rom the Levy County Phosphate
Company. except by a deed executed
by it or a suit in the courts, and Mr.
Stockton’s attempt by this method to
transfer that property to his own name
is what lawyers would call in plain
language a fravd, if brought before
the court, and the people of this state
should know and put their stamp of
disapproval upon such proceedings.

I was trying to forget my personal
share of the injuries in this transac-
tion when Mr. StocKton entered the
race as a candidate for governor. When
I saw his photographs spread broad-
cast all over the land, claiming to b2
the peopnle’s candidate and the work-
ing man's iend. claiming to bhe the
encemy of carporations, and lately reai

Iu* vIv',"

Se !

his platform, knowing his insincerity,
when my mind reverted to the fact

that the Levy Couniy Phosphate Com-
pany had been organized with a cap-
ita! of 2350.000 of stoyck, only $12,000 of
which was naid in, and having water-
aed stock to amount of $38,000, I
onid halp but come to the front
and thie people of these transac-
tions, in order that they might see
clearly what Mr. Stockton actually
thinks of the working class; how sin-

+)
ine

Y

tell

cerve Mr. Stockion is in his oppositim
to corporatiors:; how carefully, as is
shown by these tronsactions, he looks

after the inter—-sts of his friends to the
letriment of if. I did not take
any snap iudzment of Mr. Stockton. 1
did not give this to voters of the
state for their consideration without
advising him of what I intended to do.
On April 15th I addressed a letter to
on the
17th of April I would speak at Gaine=-

hims

the

ville on matters affecting his interes!s
and requesting him to be present. 1
had a copy of this letter put in the

Gainesville Sun, also the Times-Union

partner, so that there would be no mis-
take about his getting it or having no-
tice. Mr. Stockton did not appear -t
Gainesville at the time stated, and in
a public meeting held there in the
court house before the representative
citizens of that place I made a speech
in which I referred to the facts here
stated by me. Mr. Stockton has never
replied to this, either by denial or oth-
erwise, except at Williston the other
day a few moments before he took the
train and gave me no time for a reply,
though I was present. He said that
he had received a letter, but thought
it was a joke on my part, and that he
did not owe me a cent. But far from
this being a joke, I am stating to you
the facts. I am in dead, cold earnest
about the matter. If he did not owe
me anything I would like to ask him
what has become of my $12,500 worth
of stock which he =said he had issued
to me, but which I have never- gotten,
and what has become of my share »>f
the profits in the business, and my in-
terests in it for which it was sold, ani
for which 1 had a written contract

Stock- | 8

to the Dutton Phosphate Company.|inal copy of which I have in my pos-
and Mr. Stockton had received the|session, and which anybody. can in-
money for the purchase, as above stat- | spect. ‘
led, Mr. Stockton took the old deed *ol Mr. Stockton affects to treat the
Mr. Minor M. Sistrunk at Montbrook, | matter lightly. He is living in luxury
nd stated to Mr. Sistrunk that there | and rides in an antomaobile;: T am liv-]
wnas an error in the deed He got M~ ling in a rented house. He has m ‘-n--_v;
Nistrunk and his wife, against Mr. Sis- i and poses as the people’s eandidate |
LTy 1\.\ tu-'Twr in 1;_ 1 O &X¢ 11¢ o v‘_‘} the LAVINTr ,,f T.“.. (,.-.|'n'.-.\' intar, |
v - ‘\ o W 3 ] t n\w PO T St ] 3 s 4 rn - 1 ! ‘ vt Ye 1 |
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oo do 1. He

us, but by the makers.

hoes That Wear

Don’t you want a pair of Shoes that you know will wear and give satisfaction?

Every pair of Shoes we sell, regardless of price, is guaran eed to wear well and to
give perfect satisfaction, or full purchase price will be refunded.
Can you ask or expect anything better than this?

We have sold Shoes in this store for the past three years and have our first com-
plaint to hear from a dissatisfied customer.

Our line of Shoes consists only of solid leather goods and are not only backed by

The following are a few of the lines we are showing for men:

e —— -— —

TOP-ROUND Shoes are in every sense of the word, the correct Shoe for the stylish
man, as thev are made up to the present time and in the latest shapes.
in 12 styles. High and l.ow Cuts. Patent, Vici and Russian Leathers.
in wear and appearance to any $5.00 Shoe, our prices are only

We have them
They will #qual

$3.50 and 4.00

in the World at any price.
ers.

EVERLASTING. are Shoes that are worthy of the name, as we have had reports
from many pairs that have worn for over a year.

. These are absolurely the best Shoes
We have them in 7 styles, Box Calf. Velour and Vieci Leath.

These Shoes are not for full dress affairs. but if vou are looking for a neat Shoe for
heavy work, you should by all means get a pair of these, our price is only

$2.98

ket.
feet.

LlU'N BRAND. for the price you will find these the best wearing Shoes on the mar
We have them in 12 assorted styles and leathers and can fit almost any shape of
These are as good as most any $3.00 Shoes. :

Every pair guaranteed, price only

$2.23

We also have a line of Men’s medium and heavy weight workirg Shoes. which are
made of the best leathers that is possible to use 1in goods at there prices. from

$1.49 t0 $1.98

satisfy its patrons.

OGALAR,

L0 A TS s s

CON'T FAIL TO SEE OUR LINE OF NEW oxroan FOR MEN,

Bear in mind that in trading with us you are dealing with a firm that has proven
honest in all its transactions and are always ready to do anything in its power to

Read the papers next week and find out about our Ladies’ Shoes.

Try Us Once and We are Assured of Your Future Patronage.

The Variety Stor> |

MRERGUS FRANK, Proprietor.

FLORIDA.

ask the people of the state of Florida,

to whom Mr. Stockton is appealing for
votes, to consider these questions,
consider whether 2 man who has bean

false to his friends and false to his
business interests, can deal justly with
the people of a state, and with the
vast power and property interests
which would be placed in his hands if
he were elected governor.

I ask the people to consider these
matters on the 19th of May when you
select and vote for your next govern-

L9

or. I do not know either of the other
candidates, and I leave it to you to
judge between them.

GUS A. MORTON.
A FISH DINNER

Mr. Willilam H. Young, who travels
for Harberson and Gathright, a large
harness and saddlery estalblishment of
Louisville, Ky., is a frequent visitor to

Ocala, and who counts his friends
nere by the score.

If there is anything Capt. Young
likes better than hunting and fishing

he has not yet run up against it, and
in the hunting season he spends as
much as a week or ten days in the

woods at a time,
The hunting season now being clos-

od he solaced himself this time with
a night fish on the Oklawaha river, and
to say that he enjoyed it is to starte
it mildly.

He had with him Mr. J. L. Smoak,

Mr. Raymond B. Bullock and Mr. J. H.
Livingston, Jr.,, congenial spirits in the
piscatorial line.

They got to the river after the big
shower and had supper with Mr. Hin-
ton, and all of the party were singing
its praises, and then they set off for
their fish, and succeeded in landing a
hundred pounds of as fine trout as
was ever seen bunched together.

Capt. Young said the fish got fright-
od at the looks of the crowd and jump-
ed on the banks and permitted them-
selves to be caught. “Anyway,” he
said, “like the young orator who want-
ed to quote a fine piece of poetry, but
at the trying moment it escaped his
memory, and he could get no further
than: ‘The poet said—well, he said—I
don’t know what he said; but he sall
it.”™

They were taken to Keating's cafe,
and a number of friends were invited
to enjoy a regular fish dinner, and it
has been a long time since we =o thor

oughly enjoyed a dinner of any kind.
The fish were coonked in the most
appetizing manner. There weore baks
ish, fried fish and stewed fish, with a
newed and b
< WA ’

cMillan Bros.

Southern Copper Works

Manutacturers of Turpentine Siills
and General Metal Workers.

Old Stills taken in exchange for new ones. Patching
through the country a specialty. Orders by mail or

wire will receive prompt attention at either of the
follcwing works

FAYETTEVILLE N. C.
JACKSONVILLE, FLA

SAVANNAN, 6A
MOBIIE ALA

Rollins College

FLORIDA’S OLDEST COLLEGE

College, Academy and Schonls of Music, Expression, Fine Arts. Domes-
tic and Industrial Arts and Business.

Carnegie Hall and third men’'s dormitory now going up. elactei 318
steam and furnace heat. large facully: perfoct health conditions ¢ By
nasium, athletic fleld; tennis courts, zolf links baseball and bhaske tea 1]
teams, champions of Florida this year. Nearly a quarter of a min ars
endowment:. expenses moderate;, scholarships avallable Christian. but andes
nominational; stands for

CHARACTER CULTURE CONDUCT

Next session begins October 7 For catalogues address the President

Wm, F. BLACKMAN, Ph. D. Winter Park, Florida.
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eak Women

4 frequently suffer great pain and misery during the

@ change of life. It is at this time that the beneficial
effect of taking Cardui is most appreciated, by those
who find that it relieves their distress.

we LARDUI

It Will Help You

¥ " . L o ' . 1 i 4 - = ' -
take it 1 felt better in a week. Now mv 1

) : = . » >
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ot for the same Mr. Stockton got
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